Congress of the United States

@Wlashington, DL 20510

February 27, 2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation

US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, D.C. 20509

RE: City of New London FY23 RAISE Proposal
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

We write to you today in strong support of the City of New London’s proposal for the fiscal year
2023 Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) discretionary grant
program. The $24,999,525 requested would support the Downtown New London Revitalization Project
which seeks to make critical advancements in mobility for both multimodal transit and pedestrian safety.

New London is a seaport city and a vital hub of trade and travel in southeastern Connecticut. The
city hosts a variety of critical institutions, including the Connecticut State Pier, which is being
transformed into a state-of-the-art heavy-lift capable port facility that will accommodate wind turbine
generator staging and assembly. In addition to the State Pier, New London is also home to the United
States Coast Guard Academy, Connecticut College, Mitchell College, and a host of other cultural
organizations. This funding request would enable vital infrastructure upgrades in the central business
district of New London and allow the City to continue to realize its full potential.

The City has experienced a significant increase in the number of patrons using its transportation
services daily. Included in this proposal is the increase in ADA-accessible parking spots, as well ADA-
focused renovations to entrances, exits, and elevators in the publicly-accessible Water Street Parking
Garage. This proposal also addresses outstanding pedestrian safety concerns by constructing a pedestrian
bridge that provides alternative safer means for pedestrians to cross the busy Water Street. Another
exciting facet of this proposal is the Transit Hub & Cultural Tourism Center slated to be constructed in
the Water Street Parking Garage. These projects will prove invaluable in improving the public safety and
connection of the New London community and will have a remarkable economic impact on the area.

The economic impact of the completed project will be noteworthy, resulting in $6 million in
immediate jobs, $18 million in global supply, and economic activity in the region which will increase by
$10 million per year. Additionally, the collaboration of various public and private agencies to construct
these projects will create over two hundred full-time jobs, bringing in $24 million in payroll to support
these positions. Together, these revenue streams far outpace the investment this project requires. We urge
your full consideration of this funding request.

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
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JOE COURTNEY RICHARD BLUMENTHAL
Member of Congress U.S. Senate
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CHRISTOPHER S. MURPHY
U.S. Senate




