
 

 

June 9th, 2021  

  
Mr. William J. Flynn                                                  The Honorable Joseph J. Giulietti  

Chief Executive Officer                                              Commissioner   

Amtrak                                                                        Connecticut Department of Transportation   
1 Massachusetts Ave., NW, Third Floor                    2800 Berlin Turnpike                                      

Washington, D.C. 20001                                            Newington, CT 06131  
  
 

Dear Chief Executive Office Flynn and Commissioner Giulietti:  

  

As you continue planning and preparation for the replacement of the Connecticut River Bridge, I 

write to urge you to utilize a Project Labor Agreement for the construction of this critical 

regional infrastructure project to ensure the best outcome for both the taxpayer and rail 

passengers.  
  
The Connecticut River Bridge was completed 114 years ago, in 1907, and is the oldest movable 

bridge between New Haven, Connecticut and Boston, Massachusetts. Unfortunately, due to the 

age and deteriorated condition of the bridge, it fails to open and close properly on a recurring 

basis which has caused delays to rail and maritime traffic. The Connecticut River Bridge is 

utilized by Amtrak’s Acela and Northeast Regional service, by the Providence and Worcester 

Railroad, a Class II freight railroad, and by the Connecticut Department of Transportation’s 

Shore Line East service. Approximately 38 Amtrak trains, 12 Shore Line East trains, and 6 

Providence and Worcester trains travel across the bridge each weekday.  
  
The Connecticut River Bridge replacement project will improve reliability and offer higher 

speeds for both Amtrak and Shore Line East commuter trains by replacing the bridge with a 

modern and resilient new movable bridge south of the existing structure. The total project cost is 

$432.5 million, with funding from FRA, Amtrak, and the Connecticut Department of 

Transportation.   
  
In July of 2020, I wrote to former FRA Administrator Batory requesting strong support for the 

application submitted by Amtrak and the Connecticut Department of Transportation under the 

FRA’s FY2020 Federal-State Partnership for State of Good Repair program to replace the 

Connecticut River Bridge between Old Saybrook and Old Lyme, Connecticut. After my 

advocacy for this grant, in October of 2020, Amtrak was awarded a grant of $65.2 million for the 

Connecticut River Bridge Replacement project. I understand that 100% Design Submission is 

due this month, with Final Design Documents Submission by October. Amtrak will then start 

procurement of a third party contractor in November of 2021, which would start the bidding 

process if all of the funding is in place.   
  



   
 

   
 

As you know, this project is of great importance to our region, not only for the economic benefits 

associated with improved train service and transit accessibility, but because of the value that 

these federal investments bring in the form of skilled employment opportunities. Infrastructure 

investments like these should benefit the workers in our region, in addition to the consumers. In 

order to bolster our local economy and keep more construction wages in-state, I strongly urge 

Amtrak and ConnDOT to pursue a Project Labor Agreement. A PLA can bring the benefit of a 

highly skilled, reliable workforce, with predictable wage rates and uniform training. It also 

fosters high quality job training and apprenticeships for young workers which is key to solving 

the “skills gap” challenge our nation faces. I have been pleased to see other recent federally-

funded Amtrak projects and Department of Defense projects successfully completed subject to 

Project Labor Agreements, and I hope it is a goal of the Department to make every effort to 

secure a PLA for the Connecticut River Bridge project as well.   
  

I look forward to doing all I can to ensure the success of this vital project. I hope language 

requiring the work be completed subject to a PLA is included in any agreement, which strongly 

aligns with our shared goals of building back better with high quality jobs and strong and reliable 

infrastructure.    

 

      Sincerely, 

 

 

CC:  
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg,   

                        Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation  
  

The Honorable Amit Bose,  
Deputy Administrator, Federal Railroad Administration   

 

 


