
Rep. Courtney Statement for the Record 

On Senate Amendment to H.R. 5371 

Mr. Speaker, there are many flaws in the hastily written Senate Republican Continuing 

Resolution, before us today. The most egregious is the Continuing Resolution’s failure to 

“continue” tax credits for health insurance which have been on the books for 4 years, right at the 

same time 24 million Americans are enrolling for 2026 insurance coverage in the ACA health 

exchanges. For millions, the abandonment of premium assistance will result in increases of 

100%, 200%, and even higher. A couple in Enfield, CT, in their 60s, who visited with me last 

week with their premium notice, are looking at an increase from $300/month to $2,449/month. 

The only way they can pay that is to draw funds from their retirement 401k, triggering tax 

penalties on top of the increased out-of-pocket costs. My office heard from many other 

constituents with similar shocking increases, whose stories are attached to my written statement 

to be made part of the Congressional record. 

I also want to alert Members of the House that this new continuing resolution (CR) 

released this past Saturday November 8, 2025, which funds the government to January 30, 2026, 

has a serious gap in funding for the Columbia-class submarine program. This program, which 

has been referred to as the “number one acquisition priority” of both the Department of the Navy 

and the Department of Defense, is building new ballistic submarines on a very tight schedule to 

replace the aging fleet of Ohio-class submarines, who have been on patrol starting in the 1980s. 

The first two submarines – USS District of Columbia and USS Wisconsin – are under 

construction and fully funded with appropriations approved by prior Congresses. The third, USS 

Groton SSBN 828 is ready to start construction, subject to Congress approving the funds. 

For this CR, The Navy requested an anomaly for full fiscal year 2026 Columbia program 

funding to Congressional leadership to keep this program on track. In past years, this has been a 

normal request in order to make sure production stays on schedule, regardless of late passage of 

the full Navy budget. Astonishingly, Mr. Speaker, the Senate continuing resolution refused the 

Navy’s request and Columbia program has zero additional funding. This is not a minor 

bookkeeping concern. The absence of a set aside, or anomaly, to fund construction of SSBN 828, 

will create serious risk of a halt work order to the production schedule of the nation’s most 

critical defense program. 

The legislative chaos of the last two months, with the House shut down at the Speaker’s 

behest, has suffocated the normal communication and negotiation that would address glaring 

harm, such as the cut off of health insurance subsidies and steady funding of the Navy’s 

shipbuilding budget. There is a better path, Mr. Speaker, which is to have our chamber exercise 

its independent constitutional role and protect both the health care and national security of our 

nation. Reject this budget and fix these glaring flaws. 

 


