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March 10, 2026

The Honorable Michael Duffey

Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment
3010 Defense Pentagon,

Washington, DC 20301-3010

Dear Under Secretary Duftey:

I am writing to you to follow up on our exchange during your testimony to the House Committee on
Armed Services on Wednesday, March 4, 2026, at the hearing titled “Speed to Scale: Revitalizing the
Defense Industrial Base.”

During the hearing, I inquired about the long-delayed execution of the pending Block VI contract for the
Virginia-class submarine program. As mentioned during my question, Congress voted to authorize
procurement of this block contract when it passed the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2024. However, over two years later the contract remains unsigned, creating uncertainty for the
suppliers and shipbuilders who depend on long-lead planning to produce and acquire the components
and modules for submarine construction.

In your written testimony, you strongly endorsed the value of the multiyear procurement model, stating
that multi-year procurement “provides industry with the stability they need to make long-term
investments.” In your response to my question on the matter, you stated that the Department is “very
close” to contract completion and that the Department is “very aware of the urgency” to get the contract
completed. I appreciate your understanding and agreement of the need to ensure that this contract will be
prioritized. The signing of the Block VI contract will strengthen the critical long term demand signal to
the entire submarine industrial base, enabling U.S. shipbuilders and supply chain companies to achieve
the goal of higher production cadence, which the Navy’s shipbuilding plan, and the Defense
Department’s AUKUS review identified as critical to our national security.

As I stated during the March 4th hearing, since 2018, there has been consistent, robust, bipartisan
support on the House Armed Services Committee to build and revitalize the submarine industrial base —
a goal where Congress and the Administration is in lockstep. Executing the Block VI contract will
profoundly advance this national security imperative.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. We look forward to hearing from you soon.
Sincerely,
JOE COURTNEY
Member of Congress
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Cc:  HON Pete Hegseth, Secretary of Defense
HON Steve Feinberg, Deputy Secretary of Defense
HON John Phelan, Secretary of the Navy



