
 

 

 

COURTNEY PRIOTITIES IN THE HOUSE ARMED SERVICES 
COMMITTEE-PASSED FY27 NDAA 

The Fiscal Year 2027 National Defense Authorization passed by the House 
Armed Services Committee includes priorities led by Congressman Joe 
Courtney (CT-02) as Ranking Member of the Seapower and Projection Forces 
Subcommittee. 
 

COURTNEY PRIORITIES 
 
The bill includes the following measures led by Rep. Courtney: 
 
Virginia-Class Submarines (made by Electric Boat in Groton, CT) 

• Authorizes $8.40B for procurement of two Virginia-class submarines and 
$4.14B for advance procurement for the Virginia program 

 
Columbia-Class Submarines (made by Electric Boat in Groton, CT) 

• Authorizes $10.23B for procurement of one Columbia-class submarine 
and $4.88 for advance procurement for the Columbia program 

 
Shipbuilder Pay Raise 

• Authorizes full funding to continue Congressional support for the higher 
wages for Electric Boat shipbuilders secured through the 2025 labor 
contract agreements 

o Wage improvement funding is included in Virginia advanced 
procurement funding line 

 
Submarine Workforce Development 



 

 

• Authorizes a $70M plus-up above the President’s budget for submarine 
workforce training pipelines in southeastern New England and Virginia 
 

Submarine Base New London Infrastructure Improvements  
• Authorizes $142M for replacement of Submarine Pier 8 to accommodate 

future Block V Virginia-class submarines 
• Continues authorization from previous NDAAs for construction of a new 

weapons magazine & ordnance operations facility to accommodate 
future Block V Virginia-class submarines weapons 

 
Unmanned Vessels 

• Authorizes a $20M plus-up above the President’s budget request for Navy 
Research and Development for fielding of uncrewed surveillance 
systems, to include ThayerMahan’s Outpost system developed in Groton, 
CT 

 
Blackhawks and CH-53K (made by Sikorsky in Stratford, CT) 

• Authorizes $289M for procurement of seven UH-60M Blackhawk 
helicopters 

o Includes a $250M plus above the President budget request for 
procurement of six of the seven UH-60M Blackhawk helicopters 

• Authorizes $3.04B for procurement of 22 CH-53K helicopters and $429M 
for advance procurement in the CH-53K program 
 

B-21 Raider  
• Authorizes $2.23B for procurement of and $1.0B for advance 

procurement to continue building the B-21 Raider, our next-generation 
long-range stealth bomber.  

 
More CT-02 Programs & Priorities 

• Authorizes a $50M plus-up above the President’s budget request for the 
Department of Defense Impact Aid program and a $20M plus-up above 
the President’s budget request to Congress the Aid for Children with 



 

 

Disabilities program. These programs provide needed support to school 
districts with a proportion of military families, including Groton Public 
Schools and Ledyard Public Schools. 

• Authorizes a $3M plus-up above the President’s budget request for an 
undersea communications network developed by General Dynamics 
Applied Physical Sciences in Groton, CT 

• Authorizes a $2.5M plus-up above the President’s budget request for the 
National Institute of Undersea Vehicle Technology (NIUVT), an academic 
partnership between the University of Connecticut and the University of 
Rhode Island. 

• Authorizes a $2.5M plus-up above the President’s budget request for 
studies on physiological stress response in marine mammals to be 
conducted by the Sea Research Foundation at the Mystic Aquarium for 
the Office of Naval Research Marine Biology Program. 

• Improves and advances the APEX Accelerator program to serve 
businesses in Connecticut and across the U.S. by ensuring client 
confidentiality and providing program centers with more flexibility in 
funding limits so they can better meet growing demand from small and 
nontraditional businesses seeking technical assistance with defense 
contracts. 

 
COURTNEY AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 
 
The bill includes the following amendments introduced by Rep. Courtney: 
 
Guardrails on the Battleship Program 

• Courtney amendment requires the Secretary of the Navy to provide a 
report on the Navy’s strategy to design and construct BBG(X) without 
interfering with existing nuclear-powered shipbuilding plans. 

o Additionally, Courtney secured language in the base text that 
would require the Navy to certify that technology planned for the 



 

 

Battleship are sufficiently ready before the first ship can receive a 
construction contract. 

University Collaboration Between AUKUS Nations 
• Courtney amendment requires the Department of Defense’s Director of 

AUKUS Integration and Acquisition to provide a briefing on barriers to 
academic partnerships between AUKUS academic institutions that fall 
under the purview of the Department of Defense. 

Public Service Loan Forgiveness for Military Servicemembers 
• Courtney amendment requires the U.S. Comptroller General to provide 

a report on U.S. servicemember access to federal student loan 
cancellation programs. 

National Institute for Undersea Vehicle Technology 
• Courtney amendment directs the Secretary of the Navy to provide a 

briefing to Congress on takeaways by the Navy from academic 
partnerships for submarine and undersea vehicle programs, as well as 
potential plans for future funding. 

Osprey Aircraft Safety Improvements 
• Courtney amendment codified GAO recommendations on Osprey 

aircraft safety improvements by requiring the Secretary of the Navy and 
the Secretary of the Air Force to implement them. 

Unmanned Vessels  
• Courtney amendment increases funding by $60M for hypersonic and 

counter-hypersonic testing for unmanned surface vessels.  
o Additionally, Courtney secured language in the base text of the bill 

requires the Secretary of the Navy to develop a comprehensive 
unmanned surface and undersea vessel strategy, including 
integration, acquisition, and industrial base assessments. The 
Secretary must also keep Congress up to-date on operational 
plans unmanned systems before delivery. 



 

 

Section 503 Compliance 
• Courtney amendment requires the Secretary of Defense to conduct a 

yearly audit of compliance of contractors of the Department of Defense 
with the 7% use goal for employment of qualified individuals with 
disabilities.  

MORE WINS IN THE FY2027 NDAA 
 
The bill includes the following measures supported by Rep. Courtney: 
 
Military Servicemembers, Families, and Department of Defense Personnel 

• Authorizes a 3.8% pay raise for all military personnel, including 
thousands of personnel at Submarine Base New London in Groton, CT  

 
Supporting Partners and Allies 

• Authorizes $1B for Taiwan Security Cooperation Initiative 
• Authorizes $400M for the Ukraine Security Assistance Initiative 
• Authorizes $175M for the Baltic Security Assistance Initiative 

 
Collective Bargaining 

• Prevents DOD from further enforcing President Trump’s illegal March 
2025 executive order against federal employees in national security 
roles that stripped collective bargaining rights from DOD employees  
 

 


