Congress of the Wnited States
Mashington, BE 20515

January 14, 2020

Robert E. Lighthizer

United States Trade Representative
600 17" Street, NW

Washington, DC 20508

Dear Ambassador Lighthizer:

As members of the Congressional Wine Caucus, we write to express our strong concern about U.S. retaliatory
tariffs on European wine. These retaliatory tariffs cause economic harm to the thousands of U.S. wineries,
exporters, importers, retailers, and restaurants who depend on a vibrant, healthy wine market for their livelihood.
Any expansion of these tariffs would further exacerbate the harm already caused.

As you know, our local wine communities are a driving force in the national economy with a total economic impact
of $220 billion annually. The European Union (EU) and the U.S. are the largest wine producing regions in the

world and they serve as each other’s largest export markets. In fact, the combined wine trade between the U.S. and
EU totaled $4.7 billion in 2018.

The U.S. is already targeting certain EU wines with a 25% tariff and any expansion of these tariffs will most
certainly lead to U.S. wine exports being targeted by the EU, which has already included U.S. wines on a proposed
retaliation list in the World Trade Organization aerospace dispute. We understand that you must find appropriate
means to address the WTO decision and France’s digital services tax issue, but we ask that you consider the effects
it could have on American businesses. Further escalation of these disputes will lead to even greater disruptions in
the transatlantic wine trade and jeopardize thousands of small and medium sized businesses and the tens of
thousands of U.S. jobs they support across the country.

Additionally, these new tariffs would come at a time when U.S. wineries are already facing significant retaliatory
tariffs in China, one of the most important and fastest growing wine markets in the world. These tariffs are
significantly harming U.S. exports to China and negotiations so far have not addressed China’s retaliation, resulting
in challenging conditions for the entire domestic market.

The U.S. wine community, from grape to glass, is an essential part of our economy and we urge you not to target
wine in trade disputes which have nothing at all to do with wine. We hope you will exhaust all means possible to
resolve these issues without resorting to retaliatory tariffs on wine. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

it S TS

MIKE THOMPSON DAN NEWHOUSE
Co-Chair Co-Chair

6{-&»\”’\ ‘5-@"“
DIANNE FEINSTEIN
U.S. Senate

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



S . DEIBENE

a— w---—
TOM D
JIM COSTA

PETER T. KING

St

ED PERLMUTTER

NG

KATHLEEN M. RICE

Y Toma |} s’

NORMA J. TORRE

(s, (it

CHARLIE CRIST

Bang Fumfioe

DOUG LAMBORN

G . MEEKS

LEE M. ZELDIN

Vot Aot

PETE AGUILAR

ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

Bt o

STEVE COHEN

VoywiasEntar

VERONICA ESCOBAR

B

AMI BERA



M Plowsoar K BT

EARL BLUMENAUER KENCALVERT

N= 53“9“?"_‘_‘9?
L POSEY ATRICK

-

MARY GAY CAN LON 2 LL
ﬁé LACY CLAé ’

STEPHANIE N. MURP SCOTT H. PETERS

Qe Ul R y)

ALAN S. LOWENTHAL

N ‘

A(AJ
ADRIANO ESPAILLAT . KIE SEEIER
TIcCoX *°

MICHAEL F. DOYL




g . Cled
T&MW McCLINTOCK

Pl AN

ALCEE L. HASTINGS

WAGNER
RNEY
TED W. LIEU v

ROSA L. DeLAURO

RAMILA JXYAPAL

Yatty (%t

KATHY CASTOR

A i
““M_\

JAM@ P. McGOVERN"

LUCI ROYB

Dol

ALLARD

SHEILA JACKSON LE




GREG WALPEN DH

g Conbras JJOC?

JOE COURTNEY SALUD O. CARBAJAL

CHELLIE PINGRE THOMAS R. SUOZZI'
ie? Dons Mocrus

J: LUIS Cco DORIS MATSUI

JEWX’TDN MAX ROSE




o

JULTA BROWNLEY

SUZ{NNE BONAMICI

L).‘ C"""““ x

JOE CUNNINGHAM

CHRIS PAPPAS

TER A. DEFAZIO

thiise

JUAN'VARGAS

KURT SCHRADER

(242 s

PETER WELCH

LUCY ATH

Myt /2%

NITA M. LOWEY




—

S

AVID E. PRICE

M D

LLOYD DPGGETT' JOHN A. YARMUTH

BILL PASCRELL, JR. ﬁ% DeSAULNIER ;

NS =00

DORNA E. SHALALA




GKQBAE HONDIMG ANDFKIM

Y f
YCE

AVIDP.]

JIMMY GQXIEZ

G

GREG MURPHY

RICK LARSEN

P




BRIAN S

S (ol

CATHY McMORRIS ROD@ERS

TOM COLE

STEVE STIVERS JOSH GOTTHEIM




ﬂ/flf. m,,.,

PAUL COOK M VELAZQUEZ

ADAM:B SCHIF; ﬂ Iy% U LARSON ‘
LINDAT. SANM







