Earth to Boehner: There's Nothing "Natural” About the Gulf Oil Spill

WASHINGTON, DC &€" In the wake of House Energy and Commerce Committee Ranking
Member Joe Barton’s apology to BP, Republican leaders John Boehner, Eric Cantor and Mike
Pence called the massive Gulf oil spill a “natural disaster.” Congressman Joe Courtney issued
the following statement reminding Republicans that the ongoing massive environmental
catastrophe is anything but natural.

“In their rush to distance themselves from Congressman Barton’s self-inflicted PR nightmare,
Republican leaders once again revealed themselves as reflexively subservient to Big Oil,”
Courtney said. “Despite what Representatives Boehner, Cantor and Pence say, there is nothing
‘natural’ about a man-made catastrophe 5,000 feet beneath the ocean surface.

“60,000 barrels of oil are spewing into the Gulf every single day, not because of nature, but
because of an oil rig explosion for which BP is solely responsible. Even when they are
scrambling to disavow the highest-ranking Republican on the House Energy and Commerce
Committee’s outrageous apology to BP, GOP leaders Boehner, Cantor and Pence still cannot
bring themselves to criticize BP’s actions. The only thing ‘natural’ about this disaster is the
knee-jerk Republican defense of Big Oil.”

The statement from Boehner, Cantor and Pence can be seen here .

Additionally, Rep. Don Young, the former chairman of the House Natural Resources Committee
said this in early June

"This is not an environmental disaster, and | will say that again and again because it is a
national phenomena. Oil has seeped into this ocean for centuries, will continue to do it. During
World War Il there was over 10 million barrels of oil spilt from ships, and no natural catastrophe.
... We will lose some birds, we will lose some fixed sealife, but overall it will recover."

Rep. Tom Cole has also chimed in on the “natural” disaster, stating:

“Acts of God are acts of God.”

And Texas Gov. Rick Perry has said :

“From time to time there are going to be things that occur that are acts of God that cannot be
prevented.”
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