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April 3, 2008

W. Ross Ashley

Assistant Administrator

DHS/FEMA/Grant Programs Directorate
Tech Word Building — South Tower 9" Floor
500 C Street, SW

Washington, DC 20472

Dear Mr. Ashley:

I write this letter in strong support of the Woodstock Volunteer Fire Association of
Connecticut’s Assistance to Firefighters grant proposal for training and to achieve full
compliance with N.F.P.A. 1001.

As you well know, the proper training on personal safety, self rescue, operating a vehicle,
traffic control, and operating pump and aerial trucks is crucial to the overall safety of the
firefighter and the community. Currently, the Woodstock Volunteer Fire Association is
granted $2,000 per year by the town to train their volunteers. At their current level of
funding it would take almost 12 years to certify all of their volunteers. This is far too
long a time to ensure that their volunteers are properly trained and ready to respond to
any and all emergencies.

[ thank the Department of Homeland Security and the Federal Emergency Management
Agency for facilitating the Assistance to Firefighters Grant review process. Please do not
hesitate to contact my office if I can be of any further assistance to the Town of Woodstock’s
application. If you have any questions please contact Jenny Contois of my Norwich District
Office at 860-886-0139.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Best Wishes,

\Le

JOE COURTNEY
Member of Congress
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