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M. Jodi Rell

GOVERNOR
STATE OF CONNECTICUT

July 3, 2008 : /
A

"[he Honosble Joreph Couttnicy

Congressman

215 Cannon House Office Bulding
Washington DC, 20515

Dear Congresaman Courmey:

Thaok you for talring my call secently om Rowre 11 nad for working with me on this jsyue, As T
expressed to you on the phone, the state views the completion of Route 11 as an integral part of our
transportation ystezn. As you alte kmow, T have long supparted its construetion. It is my intention,
as Goveznor, 1o mave this project forward.

Feanldy we have leamed fiom other projects, ineluding the New Haven zail yard, that cost estimates
and financis] plane are not soundly based without some level of dendled design and engineering
work. Design and enginecting efforts that will sapport 4 more definitive finandial picture for the
construetion of Route 11 will be jnidaced immediawty. To that end, I 22 directing the Dapartment
of Teanepormation (DOT) 1o take actions deszribed below so that we may develop 4 final plan and
obraint u Record of Decisinm: ‘ '

* A Preliminary Engincetdng ¢ffart will be undertakien for the cntire comidor between Route
82 pnd 1.95. Thix review would build upen the planning loyout contained in the spproved
" Final Bavironmental Impace Statemest (FEIS); and

»  Concurent with this effore, additional cnvironmental work will be dons i cooperation with
state and fadesal resouses sgencies to develep & forroal environmental sitiezton plaa for the
Route 11 project, .

The Departman; of Transportation Has been in contact with the Fedaml Highway Administation

(FHWA) conceming this proposed approach and it is the Departrosnt’s understandiag thet THWA

coneurs with out intear, FHWA hae alss indicated that existing federal high peictty project

(enzemark) funding may be milined for there engineering and environmuntal afforts to the leval of

$4.4 millicn, [ will put the nacessacy state macch, for these funds on the July 25® agenda of the Statc
. Bond Commission, :
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Tt s anricipated that by using these funds, th design, enginesring aod eavironmental studics will be
accomplished in a timely mannes a0d will diow the srate to assess all financinig possibilities and
formally commit to the long-term funding of Rouee 11% derign and construetion,

As you noted in your letter to me of June 23, 2008, ., .if these funds gz released, the stats will use
it as a8 opportunity to make long-awaited progrest on developing a eavitonmental mitigation plan
that will 2ddress not only the Fedem] Buvironments] Protection Ageney's (BPA) publicly srared
cogicemns with the projact, buc also avercome the Connectiont Department of Environments]
Protection’s abjestion 1o the plan and cvenrus] peonitting for it In addition, it presemts 4 chance
for ConnDOT 1o furthet refine the route snd eraft more demiled cout astimare fox the extension of
Route 11 —a key element that will help rhe state betrer identify funding needs and machanismy for
the project.” The acdons 1 am outlining in shis letter reflect TOUE Statement,

As to the Greerway fanding, I will continue working with you to secure the use of thoss federal
funds in 2 timely manner. As a vhow of good faith on behalf of the state of Connecticur, I will Ise
seeking xpproval from the State Bond Comenissian at its Tuly 256 tneeting for §2 million for the
purchase of Greemway properties, It is my hepe that you will meet with suecess in secking release of
$10 million in federal catmarks for the Greezomay given the action 1 am taking with DO'L' 1o finally
move this project forwazd,

Your continued support for this imporraat project is appreciated, and | look forward to working
with you on fusthering in progress,

Sinceraly,
M

Governor

A W oamm



