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November 2I,2008

The Honorable Barack Obama
President-Elect of the United States

Presidential Transition Headquarters
451 6rh Street, NW
Washington, DC 20270

Dear President-Elect Obama:

As you continue to prepare to take office as the forty-fourth president of the United States, I
realize that you face many difficult choices in drafting your Fiscal Year 2010 budget submission

for the Departments of Defense and the Navy. However, as you develop your defense budget
priorities, I write to express my strong support for increasing the resources available for the

design of the next generation SSBN.

As a member of the Seapower and Expeditionary Forces Subcommittee, I am concerned about

the schedule for the replacement of our strategic submarine force. The current fleet of Ohio-
class (or o'Trident") sea base strategic deterrent (SBSD) submarines is scheduled to retire at a

pace of one -a-year between 2027 and2040. In order to stay on track for the replacement of the

fleet, new submarine construction needs to begin in20l9 as specified in the most recent Navy
Long Range Shipbuilding Plan. Detailed design efforts need to start in 2012 at the very latest to

support this schedule.

Over the past two years, Congress has provided plus-ups of $8.2 million for the Undersea

Launched Missile Study (ULMS), which has allowed the design industrial base to begin early

conceptual development efforts on the SBSD and begin hiring new engineers and designers to
support the Navy's anticipated ramp up in design efforts. However, as we initiate the design for
next generation SSBN submarine for the first time in over 40 years, it is clear to me that we must

ramp up major design efforts on the follow-on SBSD sooner rather than later. Accelerating the

design effort will ensure that the nation's critical submarine design workforce is preserved and

efficiently rolled over from the Virginia attack submarine design.

I am encouraged by recent comments by naval leaders about the need to begin major research

and development efforts on the follow-on SBSD in FY2010, a timeline that I strongly support.

In addition to keeping the program on track for lead-ship construction beginning in 2019, this
accelerated schedule will strengthen the design industrial workforce and the unique capabilities
they bring to designing the most effective submarines in the world. The British experience with
their Astute-class submarine, in which Electric Boat engineers had to augment the UK design

efforts after they let their domestic workforce slip away, serves as clear motivation to do all we

can to sustain our domestic submarine design workforce.
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As we know all too well, the competition for budget resources during the upcoming transition
will be fierce as tough choices are made. However, I believe the case for accelerating work on
the design of the follow-on SBSD is both clear and compelling. To this end, I strongly
encourage you to request suffrcient resources in the next budget submission for the start of
significant research and development on the platform in 2010.

Congratulations on your historic election. I look forward to working with you to address the
critical national security and defense spending challenges we face today, as well as countless

other important issues demanding our attention.

Sincerely,

JOE COURTNEY
Member of Congress


