@Congress of the United States
Mashington, AC 20313
October 23, 2007

The Honorable lke Skelton The Honorable Carl Levin

Chairman Chairman

House Committee on Armed Services Senate Committee on Armed Services
2120 Rayburn House Office Building 228 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Duncan Hunter The Honorable John MeCain

Ranking Member Ranking Member

House Committee on Armed Services Senate Committee on Armed Services
2120 Rayburn House Office Building 228 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairmen Skelton and Levin and Ranking Members Hunter and McCain:

As you begin negotiations for conference on the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2008 (H.R. 1585), we write to express our strong support for fully
authorizing the President’s Budget request for the Joint Cargo Aircraft (JCA) and to
maintain an Army-led Joint Program Office in accordance with the Memorandum of
Agreement. In particular, we write to express our concerns that Section 132 of the House
bill and Section 1030 of the Senate bill would delay fielding of this critical program.

Providing robust intra-theater lift capabilities over the “last tactical mile” of combat
operations plays a critical role in supporting the modern warfighter. However, the
current inventory of inter-theater transports is increasingly inadequate for this mission
due to increased use in current combat operations, which not only stresses older aircraft
such as the C-23 Sherpa but also rapidly ages newer rotorcraft aircraft as well. The Army
C-23 in particular is an aging aircraft which is not pressurized, not certified for medical
evacuation missions and incompatible with the standard cargo pallets. This important
intra-theater lift mission cannot continue to be supported by a rapidly aging,
overstretched and inadequate fixed wing fleet.

Once fielded, JCA will provide the rapid. reliable and flexible intra-theater lift
capabilities on an asymmetric battlefield. The JCA will ease the strain on our present
fleet and afford the immediate need for greater maximum loads at smaller, unrefined
landing strips. This will get critical equipment and supplies into the fight faster in
support of the warfighter.

The need for improved intra-theater lift has repeatedly been studied and validated by the
Department of Defense (DoD) through the Joint Requirements Oversight Council
(JROC). The Army and Air Foree, in coordination with the National Guard Bureau, meet
the joint validated requirement through the capabilities provided by the JCA.
Additionally, the recent Government Accountability Office (GAO) ruling against the

JCA bid protest is a testament to the program’s joint acquisition management. The joint
requirements call for fielding a total of 78 aircraft to the Army, Air Force. National




Guard and Army Reserves. Also, in June 2006, the Army and Air Force Vice Chiefs of
Staff signed a Memorandum of Agreement that clearly laid out the joint requirements for
the program that meet both Army and Air Force operational capabilities.

As importantly, current planning would assign the JCA to Army and Air National Guard
units in 19 states and the territories of Guam and Puerto Rico. JCA will provide an added
critical capability to state emergency management and homeland security missions. In
addition, JCA will help National Guard units across the country replace missions lost to
BRAC 2003, retain personnel with needed skills and recruit new members. This is the
right mission at the right time for the National Guard, and one that is strongly supported
by Governors and Adjutants General across the country.

Legislative language in the Senate and House versions of the Defense Authorization Bill,
as currently written, would delay the fielding of JCA aircraft. In particular, the Senate, in
Section 1030, has included language that would shift responsibility of the Joint Cargo
Aircraft program from the Army to the Air Force divesting the Army of any fixed-wing
aircraft missions. Such a directive would undermine Army fixed-wing capabilities
essential to supporting critical combat missions and protecting the homeland. The Army-
led program is on schedule and has met all of its milestones. Shifting responsibility to
the Air Force at this point would set the program back at least two to three years - if not
more — due to differing fielding timelines between the services.

The Army, Air Force and the National Guard have worked together to provide a
workable Joint solution to an important Joint capability gap. Given the critical need for
improved intra-theater lift capabilities, we believe that it is critical that the JCA program
continue to move forward without delay. To this end, we respectfully request your
support in conference for fully authorizing the Joint Cargo Aircraft program in fiscal year
2008 as submitted to Congress in the President's Budget, and removing any legislative
provisions or requirements that could impede the program’s progress.

Thank you for your consideration and strong support for the men and women of our

armed forces. We, collectively and individually, do not have a financial interest in this
request, nor do any of our spouses.
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Member of Congress
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Rep. Madeline Bordallo GU Rep. Steve Rothman NJ
Rep. Robin Hayes NC Rep. Chris Smith NJ
Rep. Joe Courtney CT Rep. J?h” Tanner N
Rep. Steve Buyer IN Rep. Rick Larsen WA
Rep. Tom Davis VA Rep. John Yarmuth KY
Rep. Dutch Ruppersberger MD Rep. Dave Loebsack IA
Rep. Darlene Hooley OR Rep. Scott Garrett NJ
Rep. John Larson CT Rep. Z?ck Space. OH
Rep. Brad Ellsworth IN Rep. Lincoln Davis N
Rep. Jim Jordan OH Rep. Betty Suttgn OH
Rep. Chet Edwards X Rep. David Davis N
Rep. Chip Pickering MS Rep. Dan Boren OK
Rep. Chris Murphy CT Rep. Frank Pallone NJ
Rep. Phil Gingrey GA Rep. Henry Brown SC
Rep. Dan Burton IN Rep. Mar§ha Blackburn TN
Rep. Stephanie Tubbs Jones OH Rep. Pgtnck Kennedy RI
Rep. Rosa Delauro CT Rep. T|m.HoIden PA
Rep. Bob Brady PA Rep. Louis Capps CA
Rep. Roscoe Bartlett MD Rep. Wayne Gilchrest MD
Rep. Elton Gallegly CA Rep. Anna Eshoo CA
Rep. Don Young AK Rep. Elijah Cummings MD
Rep. Mark Souder IN Rep. Bruce Braley IA
Rep. Ander Crenshaw FL Rep. Allyson Schwartz PA
Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin SD Rep. Steve Cohen N
Rep. Ralph Hall T Rep. Jghn Sarbanes MD
Rep. Norm Dicks WA Rep. Bill Pascrell NJ
Rep. Cliff Stearns FL Rep. Tom Latham IA
Rep. Peter Visclosky IN Rep. John McHugh NY
Rep. Chris Shays CcT Rep. Rush Holt NJ
Rep. Mike Conaway TX Rep. Jlm.GerIach PA
Rep. Gabrielle Giffords AZ Rep. Chris Carney PA
Rep. Sam Graves MO Rep. John Duncan N
Rep. Mike Mclntyre NC Rep. Phil Hare - IL
Rep. Howard Coble NC Rep. G.K. Butterfield NC
Rep. Tim Walberg M Rep. Bart Gordon N
Rep. Luis Fortuno PR Rep. Todd Russell PIaFts PA
Rep. David Hobson OH Rep. George Radanovich CA
Rep. David Wu OR Rep. Earl Blumenauer OR
Rep. Jim Langevin RI

Rep. Adam Smith WA

Rep. Jack Kingston GA

Rep. Carol Shea Porter NH

Rep. Tim Walz MN

Rep. Nancy Boyda KS

Rep. Dennis Moore KS

Rep. Hank Johnson GA

Rep. Joe Donnelly IN

Rep. Mike Ferguson NJ




